18         HOW HEREWARD SAILED FOR ENGLAND
aware of two gallant ships bearing down on them, with a strange knot embroidered on their sails.
A proud man was Hereward that day, as he sailed into the midst of the Danish fleet, and up to the royal ships, and shouted :
" I am Hereward The Wake; and I come to take service under my rightful lord, Sweyn king of England."
"Come on board, then; well do we know you, and right glad we are to have The Wake with us."
And Hereward laid his ship's bow upon the quarter of the royal ship (to lay alongside was impossible, for fear of breaking oars), and came on board.
" And thou art Hereward V asked a tall and noble warrior.
"I am.    And thou art Sweyn Ulfsson, the king*?"
"I am Jarl Asbiorn his brother."
" Then, where is the king?"
"He is in Denmark, and I command his fleet; and with me Canute and Harald, Sweyn's sons, and Jarls and Bishops enough for all England."
This was spoken in a somewhat haughty tone, in answer- to the look of surprise and disappointment which Hereward had, unawares, allowed to pass over his face.
"Thou art better than none," said Hereward. <{ Now, hearken, Asbiorn the Jarl. Had Sweyn been h^re,71 would have put my hand between his, and said in my own name, and that of all the men in Kesteven and the fens, Sweyn's men we are, to live and die!